

    
        
            
Our manifesto outlines “22 ways to build resilience and aspiration in people and communities” across five key areas. Download your copy.
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                                What we do                            
                        

                        Catch22 designs and delivers services that build resilience and aspiration in people of all ages and within communities across the UK.
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                                Work with us                            
                        

                        Catch22 unlocks innovation through collaborative partnerships. Together, we tackle the pressing issues in public services.
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                        Catch22 is a social business: a not-for-profit business with a social mission. For over 200 years we have designed and delivered services that build resilience and aspiration in people and communities.
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                                        Awareness of Child Exploitation (CE) has risen dramatically in recent years as the scale of the problem was unearthed in areas across the country. The issue has since been covered extensively on the news, in documentaries and TV dramas; but our teams find the early signs of exploitation are often still missed by the adults around a young victim.

For this reason, we have produced a series of posters that shine a light on this issue, and the ways to help a young person. The materials are most relevant for professionals who work with children, but are useful for anybody who wants to know more about Child Exploitation and Missing From Home.



Everyone needs strong, positive relationships in order to thrive. For young people this could be a parent or guardian, but for many the professionals they come into contact with are equally important. If young people trust the right adults around them, child sexual exploitation (CSE) can be stopped at an early stage. If some or all of these tricks sound familiar to you, please contact your local CSE support service.

	Young people with additional needs are most at risk. Perpetrators tend to target young people who might be a bit low. This could be for many reasons including: poor mental health, learning difficulties, dysfunctional family relationships, recent bereavement, recent house or school move and social isolation amongst others. We all need extra support sometimes. If a young person is getting the help they need they’re less likely to be targeted.
	Perpetrators use false social media profiles. It is easy for a perpetrator to hide their true identity and age by creating a false social media profile and posting a few attractive-looking photos. Often they add a few friends of the target young person to make it look like they are part of the same friendship circle. If a young person has an adult they trust around them, they’re more likely to open up about a new person they’ve met online.
	They use information on young people’s social media to establish common ground with them. Perpetrators often trick young people into feeling that they have found someone who is really on their wavelength, with similar likes and interests as themselves. This can mean they are more likely to accept the offer of a face-to-face meeting. When a young person already has strong bonds in their life, they’re less likely to feel the need to meet up face-to-face. Even if they do, they are more likely to tell someone.
	They make young people feel that nobody else really understands or cares for them. The perpetrator’s goal is to isolate the young person and

make them dependent on them. Whilst on the one hand, young people are made to feel loved, respected and accepted by the perpetrator, they are also made to feel that their other friends are disloyal or jealous or that their family are controlling and treat them like a kid. Feeling that nobody understands you is common for young people. Having a positive connection with an adult can help people work through this.
	They shower young people with gifts. Groomers often give young people gifts they could not otherwise afford or have access to like trainers and clothing, new devices, alcohol and drugs, jewellery. Sometimes, it isn’t even material possessions; it can also be things like time, attention or affection. If a young person already has a trusted adult to talk to, it can stop gifts and attention from an abuser having the desired impact.
	They desensitize young people, and get them to share inappropriate images. Perpetrators of CSE often attempt to desensitise young

people and normalise inappropriate behaviour – sometimes using pornography. A groomer may also try to persuade a young person to share sexually explicit images, which can be used against the young person. CSE workers train young people about the dangers of sharing explicit images online. If they understand the implications of this, they’re less likely to be coerced into sharing them.
	They make young people feel that they owe them something, and sometimes resort to threats and blackmail. Having accepted gifts and treats from a perpetrator, young people are then usually made to feel that they are indebted and that they owe something in return for what they have received. If exploitation reaches this stage, it’s vital the young person has access to specialist support to help them through the experience and to recover from it.



                                                                            
                                                                            
                                            Related links and downloads

                                                                                            
                                                    Download this content in poster form

                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                            

                                                
                                                                                    

                                                                        
                                        
                                            
                                                Copy link to page
                                                
                                            
                                        

                                                                                    
                                                	
                                                            Child exploitation
                                                        
	
                                                            poster hub
                                                        
	
                                                            spot the signs
                                                        


                                            

                                                                            

                                                                

                            
                            
                                
                                    Related content

                                

                                    
    
                        
                    
                        [image: ]                    

                    
                        Child exploitation

                        We provide support for young people, professionals, parents, and carers, with the aim of preventing or stopping child exploitation and missing incidents.
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                Catch22 is a registered charity (1124127) and a company limited by guarantee (06577534).

                Registered office: 27 Pear Tree Street, London, EC1V 3AG. Tel: 020 7336 4800.
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